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The organization, founded by just two church-
es, now boasts an expanded membership of
many churches and local businesses.

Their commitment to impact lives in ways
that will help restore hope to the people and
bring lasting change to the community should
be given the highest commendation.

The mission of Restoration Ministries is to
pull together the resources of individuals,
churches, organizations, the private sector,
and the government to assist every segment
of the population from infants to senior citi-
zens.

On a day when our Nation’s leaders are
asking the people of this country to make
serving their community a core value of citi-
zenship, honoring this organization is both
timely and appropriate.

Restoration Ministries is an organization that
has greatly benefited and enlightened our
community. Their commitment, hard work, and
dedication deserves the highest acclaim not
only today but every day.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to a most wonderful friend of mine, Kelly
L. George, who was recently selected as West
Virginia’s Mother of the Year by American
Mothers, Inc. Kelly George is deserving of this
great honor.

I wholeheartedly congratulate Kelly for being
so honored by the American Mothers, as well
as by the West Virginia State Senate which
adopted a Resolution of Congratulation on be-
half of this remarkable woman.

Kelly was educated in the public schools of
Cabell County, WV, where she grew up, and
where she attended Marshall University in
Huntington, and later completed studies at
Cambridge School of Radio and Television
and the Drake School of Drama in New York.

Currently, Kelly is a legislative analyst, and
she is active in the political process both State
and Federal. She is a strong advocate of edu-
cation and the arts.

Kelly was named West Virginia’s Mother of
the Year, and the major reason for that is she
has raised five successful young adult chil-
dren, Vincent, Victor, Valerie, Von, and
Vanessa. Her children have followed in her
footsteps, constantly endeavoring to reach
high academic accomplishments and achieve-
ments, with each having adopted Kelly’s spir-
itual foundations for building inner strength as
well as the basis for strong family values.

Outside the role of mother, Kelly has volun-
teered her time for civic organizations, is a life
member of the General Federation of women’s
Clubs and the National Committee of State
Garden Clubs. She serves as international
chair for the Pilot International World Associa-
tion, is on the Thomas Hospital Board of
Trustees, is a Kanawha County Parks and
Recreation Commissioner, and is the chair-
man of the Board of WV Board of Risk and In-
surance Management. She is also a historian
and author.

Later this spring, kelly will travel to Scotts-
dale, AZ, to meet with the delegation of other

State winners where she will receive this most
prestigious award.

Again, my sincere and heartfelt congratula-
tions to a good friend, Kelly George, as she
receives the praise of her friends, her col-
leagues, her neighbors, and her wonderful
family for having become West Virginia’s
Mother of the Year, 1997–98.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to your attention L’Italico’s Italian Com-
munity 1997 Woman of the Year, Mary Tubito
Valastro Pinto of Little Ferry, NJ.

Born on April 17, 1948, in the ancient and
historic city of Altamura, Bari, Italy, Mary was
the third of eight children born to Nicholas and
Maddalena Tubito.

At the age of 6, when Mary heard of the
news of her family’s decision to emigrate to
the United States, she was very excited and
since then she has constantly shown her de-
votion, admiration, and loyalty to her new
homeland.

The Tubito family settled in the city of Hobo-
ken, NJ, where Mary attended Public School
No. 3 and Demarest Junior High School.

At an early age, Mary learned the benefits
of hard work and commitment to family, from
her father, who worked as a longshoreman,
and from her mother, who, she helped with
household chores, before and after school.
With little time for play, Mary read religious
books, and derived example and inspiration
from the lives of the saints, enriching both her
faith and character for life.

When she was only 12 years old, Mary met
her future husband, Bartolo ‘‘Buddy’’ Valastro,
who, impressed with her beauty and energy,
asked Mary to be his partner for life.

Upon accepting this proposal, the couple
first purchased Carlo’s Bakery in Hoboken, in
1964, and then married in Our Lady of Grade
Church on July 24, 1965.

Mary and Buddy, with the caring help of
Buddy’s mother, Grace, steadily built a suc-
cessful business with dedication and vision. In
addition to starting a successful business,
Mary and Buddy also found time to start a
family, eventually being blessed with five chil-
dren: Grace Faugno, June 30, 1966;
Maddalena Castano, August 15, 1967; Mary,
September 30, 1969; Lisa, December 31,
1974; and Buddy, Jr., March 3, 1977. All are
associated with the family’s baking business.

In June 1989, Mary and Buddy acquired the
former Shoening’s Bakery, which turned out to
be a successful business decision. The origi-
nal Carlo’s Bakery found a new home on
Washington and First Street and has since be-
come the mecca of quality for miles around,
adding to the exciting renaissance of the his-
toric ‘‘Mile Square City.’’

The period immediately following the reloca-
tion of Carlo’s Bakery marked the golden age
in the life of the Valastro family. Business was
flourishing, the children had matured into fine,
young adults, and the three daughters mar-
ried; grandchildren were born.

On March 21, 1994, tragedy struck the fam-
ily when cancer claimed the life of Buddy, who
passed away at the young age of 54. Mary
however, managed to overcome this tragedy,
and as a testament to her faith, she rallied her
family and employees in uncommon leader-
ship and continued the successful operation of
the business. She later met and married
Giovanni Pinto, an educator, a professor of
modern languages, publisher of L’Italico, and
father of one daughter, Julianne (age 11).
Mary is the proud grandmother of three: Rob-
ert Faugno, age 4; Mary Castano, age 3; and
Bartolina Faugno, age 1.

Mary and Giovanni Pinto reside in Little
Ferry, NJ, and are wonderful examples of the
real possibility of the American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Mary’s family and friends, and the
city of Hoboken, in recognizing Mary Tubito
Valastro Pinto’s outstanding and invaluable
contributions to the community.
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, the American
people are becoming increasingly concerned
about certain aspects of the scandals sur-
rounding the White House.

In a recent letter to me, an attorney from
our 22d District, Mr. Robert W. Linville of Old
Chatham, put it in words which, if universally
shared, suggested the concerns of many
Americans. He suggested that U.S. security
was sold to support President Clinton’s reelec-
tion. He based his concerns on a recent article
in the New York Times, which I place in to-
day’s RECORD.

OFFICIALS SAY CHINA ILLEGALLY SENT U.S.
EQUIPMENT TO MILITARY PLANT

(By Jeff Gerth)
WASHINGTON, APRIL 22.—A Federal crimi-

nal inquiry has uncovered new evidence, in-
cluding American satellite photos, suggest-
ing that a state-owned Chinese company had
all along intended to divert American ma-
chine equipment to a military plant that
builds missiles and fighter aircraft, intel-
ligence officials say.

The equipment, bought in 1994 by one of
China’s most powerful state-owned corpora-
tions, Catic, was supposed to be used solely
for civilian purposes.

Now, as a year-old inquiry accumulates
more evidence of a diversion, the Clinton Ad-
ministration is faced with the question of
how to proceed if it is proved that Catic
knowingly misled American officials. Ad-
ministration officials say the next step could
be filing charges against the company.

The new evidence also raises questions
about the Administration’s approval of the
sale in the first place, officials said.

The Administration preliminarily ap-
proved Catic’s purchase of machine equip-
ment from the McDonnell Douglas Corpora-
tion in late August 1994; the equipment was
supposed to be used in Beijing to make civil-
ian jetliners. The approval came about the
time Commerce Secretary Ronald H. Brown
left for China, where he helped persuade Chi-
nese officials to keep their commitment to
spend $1 billion on jetliners from McDonnell
Douglas.
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